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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election of Group I (claims 1-13) in the reply filed on 5/01/2006 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed 
errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without 
traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Claims 14-24 are therefore withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.1 42(b)* as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The crossed out references are not considered to be relevant to the instant invention. 
Applicant is requested to review the reference numbers for a possible typographical error. 

Drawings 

3. Applicant is requested to submit new drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
because: 

(i) the lines, numbers and letters are not uniformly thick and well defined, 

(ii) numbers, letters and reference characters must be at least 32 cm (1/8 inch) in 
height, and 

(iii) scale of the drawing is not large enough to show mechanism without crowding 
when drawings are reduced in size to two-thirds in reproduction. 
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4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

• The engine having an output shaft inboard of the transom (emphasis added), as set 
forth in claim 1 (lines 2-3). 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. No new 
matter should be added. 



Specification 

5. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

• The engine having an output shaft inboard of the transom (emphasis added), as set 
forth in claim 1 (lines 2-3). It is noted that the Specification identifies only a 
crankshaft, but does not disclose an additional output shaft. 

No new matter should be added. 
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Claim Objections 

6. Claims 1 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• In claim 1 (lines 3, 4 and 6) and claim 8 (line 1), change "the said" to either - the - or 

-said-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1 (line 8), the limitation " the extending part of the transmission" (emphasis 
added) lacks proper antecedent basis in the claim. 

In Claim 13, the phrasing of the limitation "said system is retrofit to an existing marine drive" 
makes the claim indefinite for being vague and confusing. It is not clear whether or not the claim 
is requiring an extra set of engine, transmission and stern drive, in addition to a preexisting set 
of engine, transmission and stern drive of an existing marine drive 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ferguson (US 
6,435,923 B1). 

Ferguson discloses a marine propulsion system having an engine [18], and a 
transmission that extends through the transom [14] (see col. 3, lines 16-23). An output shaft [36] 
is disposed inboard of the transom, and is attached between the engine and the transmission. A 
stern drive unit [24] is coupled to an output [74] of the transmission and is spaced outboard of 
the transom. A stern drive extension housing [62] extends between the transom and the stern 
drive, and encloses a portion of the transmission that extends exterior of the boat. A controller 
[106] is provided for electronically controlling the transmission (see col. 6, lines 26-33). The 
electronically-controlled transmission is also considered to be an electrically-controlled 
transmission because the control signals of electronically-controlled transmission would require 
electric current. The shift mechanism is controlled by a control valve [92, 93]. 

Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record, but not vet relied upon , is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Bergeron shows a drive extender, which can be retrofitted to any existing 
manual/automatic transmission. 

1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ajay Vasudeva whose telephone number is (571) 272-6689. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 12:00 - 5:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joe Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ajay Vasudeva 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 




